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Core Strength
(Wednesday Class Series) Feb. 17-March 31, 2021

A New Look at the Seven Deadly Sins
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Core Strength: 
The Deadly Sin of

03.17.21

avarice
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Name a possession of yours which might only fetch $50 at a 
Yard Sale but which would be hard for you to part with. 

Koinonia Question:
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What is Avarice/ Greed?
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Scriptures
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1 Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess 
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, 
follow me.” 22 When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, 

for he had great possessions.
23 And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty 
will a rich person enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 

person to enter the kingdom of God.” 25 When the disciples heard this, 
they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” 

(Matt. 19:21-25 ESV)
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24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. 

You cannot serve God and money. 
(Matt. 6:24)
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6 But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we brought nothing 
into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. 8 But if we 
have food and clothing, with these we will be content. 9 But those who 
desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless 

and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For 
the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving 
that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves 

with many pangs. 
(1 Tim. 6:6-10)
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Aquinas argues that two things keep us from letting go of things:

1 - Our sense that they are "mine"--we worked for them, sweated for 
them, earned them.

2 - our fear, based on experience, of what life is like when we don't have 
"enough."
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Avarice is revealed in our...
1 - Getting (too much)
2 - Giving (too little)
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Avarice is being too attached to money and possessions—caring too 
much about them, as its own Latin root reveals (aveo, avere: to 

crave)”. The opposite virtue of avarice is generosity, a liberality with 
the money and possessions we have, especially in face of the those in 
need. Plato felt that pleonexia (“always grasping for more, and more 

than our share, with no regard for anyone but ourselves”) was the 
opposite of dikaiosune (justice).

Avarice and Craving
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Augustine explains that avarice/ greed is insatiable, because we 
cannot satisfy our deep, human need for an eternal good with 

temporal, imperfect goods. 

What deep need do you sense your greed/ avarice is an attempt to 
meet?

Avarice and Craving
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“It is worth pondering how much of our struggle with avarice is linked to a 
tendency to value things solely in terms of their usefulness. When the older 

generation laments that they are only a burden to society, since they are no 
longer capable of useful work or productive labor, and their medical care is a 

constant drain on others’ resources, have they internalized a system of value that 
measures people’s true worth in terms of a cost–benefit analysis? Time spent with 

children also becomes “unprofitable” in more than one sense, for we have 
precious little in the way of tangible payoff to show for such investments. The 
very use of metaphors of financial transactions to describe personal care for 

other human beings points to a conceptual framework tilted toward the 
distortions of avarice.” (RDY)

Avarice and "Profit"
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We can't monitor greed simply by asking what we can rightly or wrongly take 
(or keep) in a given instance...we need to think incrementally and cumulatively. 
What if we instead asked this question: "If I keep handling possessions like this 
for the next ten or twenty years, what sort of character will I develop and what 

sort of person will I become?" 
Rebecca DeYoung Glittering Vices

Chris Altrock, D.Min.
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“The hallmark of well-entrenched greed, then, is willingness to use 
people to serve our love for money, rather than the use of money to 

serve our love for people”

Avarice and People
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"At its worst, however, greed also incites in us the obstinate refusal to 
meet even the demands of basic justice, as we opt instead to keep more 
than our share. The greedy acquire and hold on to possessions even to 

the point of depriving others of what they deserve or need." 

Avarice and Justice

17

“Your second doughnut this morning belonged to the child who came to 
school with no breakfast, the new winter coat hanging in your closet next 
to the four other coats (now out of style) belongs to the homeless person 
you passed on your way downtown this week, and the  money you have 

saved for retirement is the difference between subsistence and starvation 
for the sweatshop workers who made your favorite hiking boots (worn 
only twice). Wherefore as many as you have wronged, you might have 

aided”
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What does the following parable (from Mark Buchanan) stir in you? "There is an Indian 
parable in which a guru had a disciple and was so pleased with the man's spiritual 

progress that he left him on his own. The man lived in a little mud hut. He lived simply, 
begging for his food. Each morning, after his devotions, the disciple washed his loincloth 
and hung it out to dry. One day, he came back to discover the loincloth torn and eaten 

by rats. He begged the villagers for another, and they gave it to him. But the rats ate that 
one, too. So he got himself a cat. That took care of the rats, but now when he begged for 

his food, he had to beg for milk for the cat as well. This won't do, he thought, I'll get a 
cow. So he got a cow and found he had to beg for fodder. So he decided to till and 

plant the ground around his hut. But soon he found he had no time for contemplation, so 
he hired servants to tend his farm. But overseeing the labors became a chore, so he 

married to have a wife to help him with the work. After time, the disciple became the 
wealthiest man in the village. The guru was traveling by there and stopped in. He was 
shocked to see that where once stood a simple mud hut there now loomed a palace 

surrounded by a vast state, worked by many servants. "What is the meaning of this?" He 
asked his disciples. "You won't believe this, sir," the man replied, "but there was no other 

way I could keep my loincloth." *
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Richard Foster writes that contentment comes from three 
perspectives.   

First, we learn to view possessions as gifts from God.  All our material 
goods are gifts from above.  

Second, we view these gifts as things to be cared for by God.  God is 
able to protect what he’s granted to us.  We can trust him and thus 

need not worry over these resources.  

Finally, we understand these things given to us by God and cared for 
by God are to be made available to others.  We do all we can to 

supply the needs of others through what God has given to us.  These 
three perspectives lead to contentment and thus to simplicity.  
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Examen
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